
 
 

Kata Issari. M.S.W., has worked to end violence gender-based violence for close 
to 35 years. She has worked as an advocate, therapist, fundraiser, clinical 
supervisor and administrator for grassroots, campus, local and national sexual 
assault and domestic violence organizations. Originally from Iran, Kata 
immigrated to the U.S. as a child. Kata and her family recently moved to Seattle, 
Washington from Honolulu, Hawaiʻi where they lived for over 19 years. Kata 
currently serves as the Executive Director of Praxis International, a technical 
assistance and training organization. 
 
Kata is a founding member of INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence. She 
has also served as a board member of the National Coalition Against Sexual 
Assault, Advocates for Abused and Battered Lesbians (now the Northwest 
Network of Bisexual, Transgendered, Lesbian and Gay Survivors of Abuse) and 
the Women’s Funding Alliance in Seattle.  
 
While in Hawaiʻi, Kata served as the Program Director of Parents And Children 
Together’s (PACT) Family Peace Center, a comprehensive domestic violence 
program serving survivors, batterers and children exposed to domestic violence. 
Kata later served as the Executive Director, Hawai‘i Region, of the Joyful Heart 
Foundation where she provided local and national leadership on Joyful Heart’s 
programming to address sexual assault, domestic violence and child abuse 
through policy, education, and intervention.  
 
 
 


